V

THE POWER BEHIND THE SCENES

Did the Generals take over the leadership of the nation in
order to rescue it from a morass of degeneration and national
impotence, in the way that the French army chiefs claimed
to do after the collapse of France in 1940? Or were they
solely concerned with securing a political framework for
rearmament? In any case, to all appearance they were not
ready to take full responsibility for what was termed the
rebirth of the nation. General von Brauchitsch (now
Field Marshal) told me the reason for that. He was any-
thing but a Nazi, at least at that time.

I make no secret of the fact that I esteemed and sym-
pathized with this man, I had repeated opportunities of
conversation with him when he held the Eastern Command
at Konigsberg. He was my guest at Danzig, and we also
met elsewhere. He was a man of slender build, barely of
medium height, reserved but amiable, accommodating, and
of pleasing appearance, but his features did not bear the
stamp of any extraordinary ability.

I have already quoted in the past some characteristic utter-
ances of his which I was able to set down without compro-
mising him. Now I should like to record what I can remember
of our many conversations, and so to explain the part played
by the armed forces in these fateful events. I have already
related how I expressed to Brauchitsch my anxieties con-
cerning National Socialist developments and my desire
for help in controlling them, to which he replied with,
. contemptuous coldness that this was none of the Reichswehr's
business* because we, the National Socialists, had under-
taken responsibility for them.

On another occasion he replied tb me that the Reichswehr
had no intention of letting themselves be forced into the
part Ltidendorff had once played and taking responsi-
bility for everything, He also indicated. the reasons
why the army leaders would envisage a liquidation of
National Socialism only with the gravest misgivings, t The
extent to which the Reichswehr leaders were* nevertheless,

39                  ,          ,   ,'   '    '

i                 ,'-',.